[Cerebrovascular insufficiency: diagnostic technics compared].
The ability of angiodynography (or Color Flow Imaging) to achieve accuracy in image resolution of thin details of venous as well as arterial vessels has made continuous wave Doppler and frequency analysis Doppler almost obsolete techniques. Some controversies exist about the effectiveness of color flow imaging versus duplex scanner imaging, but recent progress in ultrasound imaging technology seems to overcome the problem. Angiodynography can effectively substitute X-ray angiography in some specific instances and is able to limit the use of invasive techniques to cases in which surgical procedures are really foreseeable. The non-invasiveness of angiodynography makes it useful to follow-up the asymptomatic lesions, particularly those of the carotid artery, as well as operated patients. Moreover, people for whom contrast angiography is contraindicated can be operated safely on the bases of angiodynography alone. This paper reports the results of one-year activity of Ultrasound Vascular Laboratory with 1982 patients: 923 (48.7%) had their epiaortic arterial vessels examined, with 180 (19.5%) follow-up controls, 297 (39.9%) negative explorations, 234 (31.5%) hemodynamically not significant lesions, 135 (18.2%) subjects affected with moderate (50-70% stenosis) and non ulcerated carotid stenosis, and 77 (10.4%) patients with ulcerated plaques or > 70% stenosis.